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Agenda Item 6 
Indigenous People and Health: Follow up and recent developments 

Thank you Madame Chair. 
I bring greetings from  Region 4 Aboriginal Health Council in Alberta, Canada. 

We commend the WGIP for  retaining health as an agenda item; we hope that it will continue. 
This is a very important issue in the world today and the situation is worsening day by day. 
We need to act now and the existing focus  in the Working Group is contributing towards this. 

When I spoke last year I mentioned the health conditions of  the Metis Nation of  Alberta. Since 
then I have been associated with the Region 4 Aboriginal Health Council, which looks after  the 
health for  all Aborginal people of  Southern Alberta in Canada. The condions have not 
changed but with the health council more people are becoming aware of  their health situation 
and looking for  solutions. I would like to mention two important initiatives concerning 
aboriginal health in Alberta. 

Last October 1998, we hosted a Gathering for  Aboriginal Health Conference  that proved to be 
very successful  as peoples looking for  answers to their health issues attended from  different 
regions across Canada. 

The overall purpose of  the Regin 4 Aboriginal Health Council is to promote the provision of 
appropriate health services to Aborginal people of  Region 4 and those from  other regions 
utilizing the services of  Region 4. 

The success of  the conference  firmly  established indigenouis health as an important issue. 
Because of  the changing world a world wide conference  on indigenous health in the very near 
future,  is needed to contribute towards a better understanding on an issue that is relevant to all 
peoples. 

To strengthen our understanding of  the health situation, we have also begun a programme of 
information  gathering in Canada through the use of  a questionnaire. This information  will 
contribute to a database that will be extremely useful  to plan and implement programmes in 
health or environment. 
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The focal  theme of  the Working Group this year on indigenous peoples and their relationship to 
the land once again underscores the important interdependent relationship between indigenous 
health and land. I request the Working Group to seriously engage in furthering  the 
understanding of  the important connection between indigenous health and land. Such an 
understanding will only bring the urgency of  protecting our rights to our land and health to the 
attention of  the world community. 

Thank you Madame Chairperson for  giving me the opportunity to address this assembly. 


